
 A few weeks ago I found myself stuck in a snowstorm in Princeton New Jer-
sey.  They had predicted the storm and I even brought snow boots with me just in 
case the storm prediction became reality.  Well it did!  The day started out as a bright 
sunny day but by 7:30 pm it started to snow.  At first light and fluffy but by the next 
morning it was really coming down, or should I say horizontal.  You know when you 
are in a bad snowstorm when it snows horizontally.  On Wednesday morning we in-
terviewed three candidates, under care of Seattle presbytery, for they all lived on or 
near campus.  At about 11:00 am one of our team members received an email that our 
flight out of Newark was cancelled and the next flight that we could get on to Seattle 
wasn’t until Saturday morning. 

 

The four of us began to call our families and work to let them know of our situation.  
One member of our interview team owned a small business and he was particularly 
frustrated.    But what are you going to do?  We started to plan out our days, they 
turned out to be a blessing. 

 

Let me explain.  First it could have been worse.  We could have been stuck on the 
train going to Newark, or on the airplane, or worse yet on the plane stuck on the tar-
mac.   Our blessing is that we were stranded in a beautiful historic place.  We had a 
comfortable place to sleep and the cafeteria was open (most all the restaurants in 
town were closed.) 

 

We had computers to keep in touch with our families and our churches.  Tom even 
emailed me my sermon so I could work on it. 

 

We had time to see the beauty around us: the Princeton University Chapel (really a 
Cathedral),  the historic buildings and learning their stories; the bright snow in the 
wonderful sunshine; the breathtaking art in a famous art museum; and soaking in the 
beautiful music of a free organ concert. 

 

We had time to get to know, at a deeper level, people who we worked with and cared 
for.  I laughed a lot with Adrienne and David, also stranded at Princeton.  We ate with 
students and talked more informally with those we care for in the ordination process. 

 

We had time to research and prepare for an up coming presentation at Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church.   As well as a Library to study in and not just any library. The Prince-
ton Library is the second largest theological library in the world, second only to the 
Vatican. 

 

We encountered the care of staff and new friends.  David had friends close to the 
campus and they invited us over on Friday evening to watch the Winter Olympics 
opening ceremony. 

 

The phone calls to Tom asking about my safety, communicated to me through Tom 
truly blessed my life. 
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HOLY WEEK 

Palm Passion Sunday, March 28.  During this worship we will encounter the entire journey from palms to the cross through the 
words of the gospel of Luke.  The lesson will be dramatically enacted interspersed with hymns and special music to highlight the 
moving story.   You will experience the triumphant mood of Jesus’ entrance into the holy city of Jerusalem and the sadness of the 
horrific scene of Jesus’ death on the cross.   This worship service serves to give us the large over view of the coming week.  

 

Good Friday, April 2 at Kent United Methodist Church at 7:00 pm.   We will be joining with other Christians from Kent United 
Methodist and United Christian Church of Kent to commemorate the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross.  The joint choir of all 
three churches will be singing and lay readers and pastors of all three churches will be leading this worship.   It will be one of 
those rare services where Christians from different traditions will come together to remember the death of our Lord and to share 
in communion together. 

  

Easter Sunday, April 4.  On this holy of holy days we will gather to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the powerful 
hope the resurrection brings to our lives.  To help us in this celebrative worship the choir will sing two musical pieces and brass 
will accompany one of those pieces and the hymns we will be singing.  

Please plan to attend all of these special worship services.   These worship services promise to enrich our faith and empower us 
to live in Christ’s presence and power for Christ’s purposes.      

I learned that in many situations what looks like a real problem and inconvenience is a time filled with blessings if we would just 
see and recognize them. 

 

May you all see the blessings before you in your many hurried and trying circumstances. 

 

Blessings to you all, 

 

 Pastor Carol 

From the Pastor’s Desk continued 

The Worship Committee is once again offering the opportunity to 
purchase Easter plants to decorate the sanctuary on Easter. 
The cost of the plants is $10.00. Please include your payment with 
your order. Please place your order no later than Sunday, March 
18th. 

 

_____In memory of:_______________________________________ 

 

_____In honor of:_________________________________________ 

 

Name:___________________________________ 

# of Plants_____$$enclosed_____________ 

Any questions?  Call Rita Dermody at (253)631-1915 or by email to dermo-
dyrr@comcast.net  
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UGANDAN ORPHAN’S CHOIR 

The Uganda Orphan’s choir has received their visa's, 8 months late, but are on their way over. Un-
fortunately, this delay has drastically altered their schedule and they won't be able to come Dec. 
13th as planned, but will instead be coming on June 13th 2010 for the 10:30 service. We will also 
need four host families to keep them overnight on Sat. June 12th. I know this is a way off, but 
now is a good time to put them down on your future calendar. All of this will become official af-
ter Pastor Carol returns, and the session approves the change in date, and other circumstances re-
garding their housing and meals. Thanks to all of you for your prayers for the choir, and your 
calls to government officials to help get their visa's approved. It is quite a story, and nothing 
less than a miracle that they were finally approved. Blessings to all, Richard Power  

PLEASE REMEMBER!   MARCH 7TH, IS WE CARE SUNDAY.   

Please bring your gifts of nonperishable food and clothing to church.  Mission Committee volun-
teers will deliver them to The Kent Community Service Center whose shelves are in constant need of 
our donations.  All categories of food are needed, including baby food and infant formula.  Do-
nated clothing goes out quickly.  All sizes, infant through adult, are welcome.  Just remember 
that used clothing should be clean and ready to wear because the Service Center does not launder 
or mend donations. 

Monetary contributions are also welcome.  You may place your check or cash donation in the bank on 
the table. Make your check out to Kent First Presbyterian Church and write food bank in the memo 
area.  Our treasurer will send your donations to the Community Service Center. 

The response of our congregation to those who need help has been warmly received.  Thank you for 
continuing to CARE. 

NEWS FROM THE OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM 
Heads up to teachers in the congregation!  Whether you’re a retired teacher, practicing teacher or 
would-be teacher, your opportunity may be coming up next school year to reach out to students and 
families near our church.  In our March meeting, the Outreach Ministry Team will begin to lay the 
groundwork for a new tutoring program for students in apartment complexes near the church.  Watch 
for further announcements as the planning progresses.  

CHINA MISSION 

You are invited to come and hear about a mission trip, lead by Steve Leider, to China. There were eight different churches from 

our area involved in this mission trip. 

 

 Our own Gil Craig was a part of this trip. They want the opportunity to tell us what they did. Be sure to invite your friends and 
family Sunday morning right after worship service, March 7, 2010.  

 

 You know where it will be, right down stairs.  Potluck!! Bring your appetite. 

 

 We will have a DVD as our introduction, with a talk to follow, and have questions and answer time. We will have gifts we re-
ceived from the schools we visited plus, souvenirs we acquired while there.  

 

 You might be interested in mission work and would like to see China for the first time. We can always use more people to 
spread God’s love to those in China. God has prepared the hearts of many for out visit. Jesus reminds us at Matthew 28:19. 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 We are looking forward to seeing you there. 

Thank You.  



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Want to become more involved in service to your neighbors? If so, check out the Mission Opportu-
nities notebook on the table in the Narthex.  The information has been recently updated and many 
opportunities await persons willing and able to give of their time and talents.  Details, websites and 
people to contact by phone are included in the notebook. 

Here are a few examples you might want to explore further: 

• The Kent Food/Clothing Bank needs volunteer help 3-4 days a week, 9:30 – 2:30, in the of-
fice, food and clothing rooms, or warehouse.  You choose the day that’s convenient for you. 

• The Way Back Inn in Renton needs volunteers to help maintain the houses and yards where 
they provide housing for homeless children and their families.  Volunteers may also provide 
ongoing support and build relationships with the families and accept donations of clean lin-
ens, pillows, blankets and even furniture items. 

• The South King County Multi Service Center provides training for volunteer tutors for people 
of all ages, or training to provide support and advocacy for residents in long term care facili-
ties. Other volunteers help produce a quarterly newsletter, process or assess applicants and 
maintain library inventory. 

• The Sharehouse collects usable furniture and household goods, and maintains a ware-
house near Boeing Field.  All activities are provided by volunteers. 

• The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) plans an annual fund raising walk – this year 
on May 15.  Volunteers plan and produce this event 

This notebook of information is for your use.  Please feel free to pull out and duplicate any of the 
pages and then return them for others who might also be interested.  If you have material about 
mission opportunities and would like to have it included in this notebook, please contact Carole  
Millam (253-631-6987).  
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DUNAMIS Conference: The Power of Prayer 

March 17-20, Foster Tukwila Presbyterian Church 

This conference emphasizes growing in intimacy with Jesus Christ through prayer.  Topics include 
listening to God, intercessory prayer and revival, and praying with vision and power.  Balancing 
biblical teaching from the Reformed context with ministry and worship opportunities, the conference 
is sponsored by Presbyterian-Reformed Ministries International, and hosted by Foster Presbyterian 
Church in Tukwila.  The dates are Wednesday evening, then all day Thursday-Saturday, March 17-
20.  For brochures and registration information please access the Foster Presbyterian web site, 
www.ftpc.org, or call the church office (206)243-4455. 

 

 



SUNDAY MORNING ADULT EDUCATION – 9:00AM-10:00AM 

 

NEW VIDEO-DISCUSSION SERIES TO BEGIN 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 7, we’ll begin a new 5-week DVD series:  COUNTERING PHARAOH'S PRODUCTION-CONSUMPTION 
SOCIETY TODAY.   

 

Here is brief description of this compelling new video discussion series.  

COUNTERING PHARAOH'S PRODUCTION-CONSUMPTION SOCIETY TODAY  “is a journey from 
slavery to covenant that we keep making over and over again... [because] Pharaoh has immense 

power always to draw us back into slavery." - Walter Brueggemann 
Session One:  The Way Out 

Session Two:  The Decalogue 

Session Three:  Countering Caesar 

Session Four:  An Act of Imagination 

Session Five:  On Not Doing God Any Favors 

 

This series features Walter Brueggemann, an Old Testament scholar and retired professor from Columbia Theological Seminary.  
Also a United Church of Christ minister, Brueggemann has authored hundreds of articles, several biblical commentaries and more 
than 50 books, including The Prophetic Imagination, Genesis: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching, Finally Comes the 
Poet, and Theology of the Old Testament. 

 

This class meets downstairs in room #1 each Sunday morning from 9:00AM-10:00AM.  Everyone is 
welcome!  For more information contact class facilitator Tom Kirkpatrick.   

NURTURE DIVISION 

       BIBLE STUDY CLASS 

A new Bible Study Class on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm will begin 
on February 24th.  The first study series will be of the major stories 
in the Bible that tell of our Christian faith.  The stories we will 
study are the Creation Story, Exodus, Exile, Return to Jerusalem, Je-
sus’ Birth, Jesus’ Teaching, Jesus’ Death, Jesus’ Resurrection, and 
the beginning of the Church.   The study will include explanation of 
scripture, discussion on how the lesson applies to today’s culture, 
and reflections on how the scripture applies to our personal lives.  
This is a multigenerational class ranging from fifth grade to older adults.  All who would like 
more study of our Holy Scriptures are invited to come.   Invite your family and friends to come as 
well. 

At the same time Bajo de Uncion (El Poderoso Church) will also be holding a Bible Study.  Their 
class will be in Spanish and our class will be in English.  We’re exploring Pilgrim Church to of-
fer a study at the same time in the Slavic language.   Our hope is to reach out to the community 
to those of different language preferences. 

Page 5 

 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

Church Women United will meet March 5, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.  They will 
meet at the First Methodist Church of Kent-11010 - S.E. 248th Street 

Kent-253-852-3900.    
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AFTERNOON CIRCLE 
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Afternoon Circle will meet March 4, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. All women are invited to join us for fel-
lowship and Bible study.  Bring a sandwich to share. Dessert, coffee and tea are furnished.  Call the church  
office 253-852-3370 or Marian Willhite 253-852-2881.   

MENS BREAKFAST 

The Men’s Fellowship group meets the second and fourth Saturday of each month at the Golden Steer restaurant in 
Kent, located at 240th and 104th. Join other men from Kent First on March13th and 27th at 7:30 AM for good food and 
fellowship! 

SMALL GROUPS 

MORNING PRAYER 

Get a powerful start to your Monday Morning!!! 

You are invited to join us every Monday morning at 7:00 for a quiet, but powerful, time of prayer. We gather in the 
sanctuary, the setting is comfortable, and the prayers are informal but meaningful. 

If you have questions please contact Pastor Carol. 

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH 

Out to Lunch Bunch meets the 3rd Sunday of each month.  We enjoy fellowship with each other over lunch at a local 
area restaurant.  All are welcome to join us. Questions?  - call Maureen Ludwig, 253-852-7532.  

PRAYER CHAIN 

Prayer chain.   Our church has two prayer chains, one telephone and one e-mail.  If you are in need of prayers for 
your life or would like to be part of this ministry you may call the church office 253-852-3370, Maureen Ludwig, 253-
852-7532 or e-mail Gene Sherwood@g12gesher@aol.com.     

The Early Edition Odyssey Circle will meet Tuesday, March 23, in the Fireside Room at 1:00 p.m.  All women are 
invited to attend this afternoon event of fellowship, study and refreshment.  Lois Parkinson will be hostess, assisted 
by Judi Craft.  Shirley Doe will lead devotions and Ruth Jones will facilitate the study, chapter 6 of Joshua. 

Contact Nora Fisher, Early Edition Odyssey chair, for more information.  

EARLY EDITION ODYSSEY 

Prime Time Journey meets the first Monday of each month. The next meeting will be March 1, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.in the fireside 
room. We will begin our discussion of the introduction and first four chapters of Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportu-
nity for Women Worldwide by Pulitzer Prize winners Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. 

“If you have always wondered whether you can change the world, read this book.  Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn have 
written a brilliant call to arms that describes one of the transcendent injustices in the world today—the brutal treatment of 
women.  They take you to many countries, introduce you to extraordinary women, and tell you their moving tales.  Throughout, 
the tone is practical not preachy and the book’s suggestions as to how you can make a difference are simple, sensible, and yet 
powerful.  The authors vividly describe a terrible reality about the world we live in but they also provide light and hope that we 
can, in fact, change it.”  -Fareed Zakaria, author, The Post-American World 

 Join us for lively study and conversation! For more information, contact Maureen Dean: 253-939-5528.   thorsmom1@aol.com  

PRIME TIME JOURNEY 



 

Project List for 2010 

 If you see a project you want to do, please let Bill Jones or the Building and Grounds committee members know. 

BUILDING 

 

 SPRING SUMMER FALL 

Replace burned out light bulbs in the sanctuary.  6or7 X   

Service elevator X   

Install ramp at south entry doors X   

Review handicap seating X   

Repair carpet around floor outlet X   

Repair or replace hot water circulating pump X   

Repair / Replace drinking fountain in downstairs hall X   

Secure hot water tank to wall -----LARRY & JOHN X   

Inspect & repair furniture ------LARRY X   

Replace furnace filters – March, September and January X X X 

Repair roof over Sanctuary  X  

Inspect roof and clean gutter areas over the Narthex X  X 

Repair or replace downstairs hallway lights  X  

Paint lower level hallway  X  

Replace baseboards downstairs hallway and fellowship room  X  

Clean carpet X   

Clean, seal, polish basement floors    

Clean, seal Narthex floor    

Clean windows as needed X   

Murphy oil all pews    

Inspect and repair EXIT lights X X X 

Repair or replace paper towel dispensers X   

Repair bi-fold door panels @ rear of sanctuary X   

Adjust door locks & repair weather striping on landing doors X   

Clean furnace vent pit   X 

Wall hangers for special toilet seats or inst. handicap toilet? X   

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

PORTABLE 

 

Clean out trailer X   

Repair trailer roof       X   

Water shutoff valve for the trailer X   
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

GROUNDS

 

 SPRING SUMMER FALL 

Prune bushes by church entrance X  X 

Prune plum trees @ north end of the property X   

Pick-up garbage on all property X X X 

Cut lower branches off all trees X   

Rake pine needles and cones off lawn X X X 

Apply weed killer on lawn  X  

Fill and flatten out ruts and mole holes on lawn areas X   

Service lawn mower -----B&G X   

Sharpen mower blades X X  

Mow lawn and weed eat rough areas and edge weekly X X X 

Weed Memorial Garden X  X 

Plexiglas covers on front sign lights X   

Sidewalk repairs  X  

Cut brush on east side of parking lot X   

Use weed eater along Canyon Drive X X X 

PROJECTS TO STUDY 

 

Demolition / Removal of Portable    
Replace sidewalks    
Handicap rest rooms    

WORK PARTIES

 

Replace burned out light bulbs in the sanctuary.  Will need 6or7 
volunteers to help 

3/17   

Spring cleanup March 27 at 9:00 AM (Easter  Sunday April 4) 3/27   

Fall clean up   OCT. 

MOST  WEDNESDAY  AM 9 to12am 9 to12am 9 to12am 

Building & Grounds Committee members for 2010 are John Akers, Emil Drivdahl, Dan James, Bill 
Jones,  Larry Millam, and Rod Parkinson. 

Furnace Replacement The furnace replacement project that started in August of 2009 was completed 
the 1st week of February. The project was completed $4,835 under budget.  The company we con-
tracted with " DESIGNE AIR" has proven to be a good choice. They have listened to us well, re-
sponded to our needs and concerns and have held costs down as reflected by the $4,835 project 
under run. 

 Spring Clean Up Mark your calendar for spring clean up Saturday March, 27 at 9:00 AM.   We al-
ways have a lot of projects to work. We can use all the help we get. 

 Wednesday Projects Several of us have been getting together at the church on Wednesdays about 
9:00 AM and work for 2 or 3 hours on B&Gs projects inside or outside depending on the weather. 
Call Bill Jones if you can help out on a Wednesday morning.  
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   SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF SESSION JANUARY 21, 2009            
  

• Emil Drivdahl, Lud Ludwig, Jim Drinkwine, and Rita Dermody were installed as elders. 

• Sharon Drivdahl and Neil Bolkcom were installed as deacons. 

• The Outreach Division will develop a program for after school tutoring in the  

 apartments surrounding Kent First.  Outreach Division will bring plan to Session 
 for approval and promotion to members of the church. 

• May 16 will be “Invite a Friend to Church Sunday”. 

• Outreach Division has created a page on Facebook for Kent First. 

• Neil Bolkcom has been selected to attend the General Assembly meeting in Minnesota 
 this summer. 

• Pastor Carol will take study leave March 8 through March 14, 2010.  

  SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING   JANUARY 24, 2009   
           

• Received reports from committees and divisions. 

 

• Approved Pastor’s compensation package, including two additional Sundays off.  There 
will be no impact on the budget for these two additional days. 

 

• Convened as Corporation and elected officers of the corporation:  Bill Jones – 
President, Diane Lee, Vice-President, and Rita Dermody – Secretary.  

Updated Haiti Response Efforts (From Seattle Presbytery) 

Southminster Presbyterian Church teamed up with Children of the Nations to bag 18,000 meals to 
restock their greatly diminished supplies.  Over seventy people of all ages turned out after worship 
to bag the beans and rice.  The mood was festive and a real sense of engagement was felt by all.  SPC 
also raised the over $2000 necessary to ship the meals.  View more pictures from the event here. 

In January, University Presbyterian Church sent a short-term mission UPC's team has returned from 
Haiti.team to work with UPC’s long- 
term missionaries, Bruce and Deb Robinson. While the team was in Haiti a 7.0 earthquake struck 100 
miles away in Port au Prince. Carly Delavan wrote a reflection about their trip.  Head on over to the 
new UPC Blog to read it. 

Rev. Paul Smith reports that West Side Presbyterian Church has donated several thousand dollars not 
only to World Concern, whose intact building in Haiti has become a headquarters for several other 
relief organizations, but also to Kids Alive International.  Former members of our congregation 
are Area Directors in the Dominican Republic.  They have taken on approximately 150 orphaned 
children who are being cared for in group homes with other Haitian and Dominican orphans, loved 
and cared for by well-trained and equipped Christian couples who serve as house parents. 

Wabash Presbyterian has raised over $9000 to support World Vision's relief efforts.  They are specifi-
cally excited about the Child-Friendly Spaces that WV is setting up along the Dominican border.  The 
centers are designed to provide children with a save and structured place to go during cri-
ses.  "When disasters hit, children are always the most vulnerable," said Nicole Behnam, a World Vi-
sion child protection specialist.  At the centers, trained volunteers engage children in activities and 
games, as well as providing food, pediatric care and the support of a child psychologist. 
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MARCH 2010 

7th 14th 21st 28th 

LAY READER 

Brad Kibbel Sharon Drivdahl Marion Rosenbaum Rita Dermody 

USHERS 

Jeanne Alexander Lud Ludwig Glen Sherwood Al Dermody 

JoJo Gibson Maureen Ludwig Sharon Drivdahl Rod Parkinson 

GREETERS 

Marion Rosenbaum Lynda Bollman Waverly James Marie Heft 

COMMUNION SERVERS FEBRUARY 7TH 

    

$$$ TREASURER’S  REPORT  $$$ 
FOR  THE  PER IOD  JANUARY  1 THROUGH  JANUARY  31, 2010 

       
G E N E R A L FU N D  SU M M A R Y   R E C O N C ILIA T IO N  
       
INCOME   GENERAL  FUND   
G eneral Fund $15 ,177 .62     B eginning B alance ($989.91) 
O ther G iv ing $246.31     Incom e $18,748.93   
B uild ing U se $3 ,220 .00     E xpenses $16 ,614.94   
R eim bursem ents $105.00        
O ther    End ing B alance $1 ,144.08   
TOTAL  $18,748 .93        
    Specified  Funds *  $120,336.95   
       
    Gen/Spec Funds $121,481.03   
P rogram  $5 ,015 .78     Bank/BECU  Bal. $121,481.03   
M ission  $771.24        
P ayro ll $10 ,827 .92     *  Specified  Funds includes  
TOTAL  $16,614 .94     R eserve Fund of $16 ,000 .00  
 


