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MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a welcoming and inclu-

sive community worshiping in 
the reformed tradition. As we 

are empowered by God’s grace 
we strive to educate, serve, 

and witness to members and 
friends of Kent First            

Presbyterian Church and to the 

people of Kent and surround-
ing communities, In, with, and 
through Christ’s abiding love.  

We’re on the web! 

WWW.KENTFIRST.NET 

2012 is just around the corner.  Often facing the New Year I wonder what 
will occur?  What happiness, what sadness, what surprises, what joys, 
what challenges will I face in the coming year.  As a church we ask the 
same questions and can feel anxious about what we will face in 2012. 

Although we do not know what will happen.  We can know that Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel, is with us.  In knowing this we do not need to be fearful. 
In knowing this we can find comfort while facing the unknown.  In knowing 
this we can take steps toward new life.  In knowing this we can put ener-
gies into places of new growth knowing that growth is taking place and 
will take place if we invest our time, energy, and resources in them. 

In facing 2012 let me share with you where I see new life, you might say 
sprigs of green that need our attention and focus: 

a.) Music Ministry.  The choir has grown from 4- 20 members in the past 
three years and the music that is being sung is energetic and beautiful.   
The new percussion instruments that accompany this new energetic music 
is fun and is involving new people in music ministry. 

b.) Conversations on the Way began this Fall.  It is a group of people on a 
journey together sharing their faith journeys and using scripture to dis-
cover what we believe and what we question. 

c.)  Knitting Group – again new and began from the grass roots.  People 
gather to use their skill in knitting to make hats, scarves and even blankets 
for people in need.  The knitting group is a community developing out of 
mission. 

d.)  Tutoring Students – There is a passion within the congregation to help 
and aid student s who may be struggling in school.  On Monday and 
Thursday afternoons students come (2-5 in numbers) for help in reading 
and math.  What is being developed is not just better leaning but a rela-
tionship with people who care for these students.  It is also great to see 
these youth in worship on Sunday. 

e.) New family members – I give thanksgiving to God for the new people 
we have in our community. Each and every one of them add diversity and 
new energy in our community. 

Yes we face challenges in 2012.  But let us not lose sight of the new energy 
and new life we are finding in our church.  If we focus on these and even 
more new signs, then these will grow and we live out the reality that Jesus 
Christ is with us! 

Let us find renewed hope and not all dark as we step out in faith engaging 
in ministry in 2012.  I look forward to the journey we all face as a commu-
nity at Kent First Presbyterian Church. 

Blessings,    Pastor Carol 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

Rod Parkinson and Bill Jones replaced the lights outside the fellowship hall that light 
the cross above the church, which had not worked for a long time.   

  

Lud Ludwig was able to combine some of the old lights and components that had been 
saved into two good light fixtures.  It's really nice to see the cross lit up again after 
dark.  

Sunday Morning Adult Education – 9:00AM-10:00AM 

New Series Resumes 

 

After a vacation break on December 25 and January 1, our video-discussion series, Focus on Faith:  Classic Inter-
views with 20th Century Leaders, resumes on January 8. 

 

Each week features interviews with some of the 20th century’s giants of faith as they reveal their hopes and beliefs 
in confronting age-old questions.  Topics include life goals and accomplishments, the meaning of prayer, what hap-
pens after death, the meaning of life, the problem of evil, and the role of faith in daily life.  

 

Using a TV newsmagazine style, the final three interviews of our series feature: 

 

     • Nakashima Brock – religion and women’s studies professor and author of Saving 

 Paradise:  How Christianity Traded Love of This World for Crucifixion and Empire. 

     • Huston Smith – religion and philosophy professor and author of over a dozen books, 

 including The World’s Religions, and Why Religion Matters? 

     • Chaim Potok – American Jewish rabbi and author of the novel, The Chosen. 

 

Everyone is welcome!  Come and invite a guest to join you!  We meet downstairs in room #1. 

 

For more information, see Nurture Ministry Team co-chair Jim Drinkwine or class facilitator Tom Kirkpatrick.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Session has called for the Annual Congregational meeting to be held on Sunday, 
January 29th following worship. The meeting will be held downstairs in the fellow-
ship hall and will cover reports from Session, the church staff, board of deacons 
and various organizations of the church and hear plans for the coming year. The 
adequacy of the compensation of the pastor will also be reviewed.  Please plan to 
attend this meeting in which we celebrate the ministry of 2011 and look forward to 
2012.  

CONGREGATION MEETING 



AFTERNOON CIRCLE 
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The Afternoon Circle will meet 
the first Thursday of January in 

the Fireside Room 
at 11:30 a.m.  It is January 5, 

2012.  All women are invited to 
join us for fellowship, 

and Bible Study.  Bring a sand-
wich to share. Dessert, coffee 

and tea are furnished. 
We have a short meeting at 

11:30a.m.,devotions, lunch and 
Bible Study starts at 

1:00 p.m.  Margaret Johnson is 
our study leader.  If you have 

any questions call 
the Church at 253-852-3370 
or Marian Willhite 253-852-

2881.    

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

SMALL GROUPS 

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH 

Out to Lunch Bunch meets the 
3rd Sunday of each month.  We 
enjoy fellowship with each other 
over lunch at a local area restau-

rant.  All are welcome to join 
us. Questions?  - call     Maureen 

Ludwig—253-852-7532.  

PRAYER CHAIN 

EARLY EDDITION ODYSSEY 

KNITING GROUP 

There are twelve enthusiastic women 
who get together and knit once a 
month.  AND -- they have accom-

plished a lot this past year.  At least 
three dozen baby blanket and hats 

have been given to Pediatric Interim 
Care Center in downtown Kent.  This 

care center cares for babies who 
were born to drug addicted moms.   

 
AND -- warm hats were knitted for all 
the homeless men who stayed in our 
church during the month of Decem-

ber.   Warm scarves were also knitted 
for homeless men. Approximately 

twelve hats were knitted for cancer 
patients.  

The women enjoy getting together 
and working on worthwhile knitting 

projects that benefit many peo-
ple.  Knitting Group meets the third 
Wednesday of each month from 1 to 
3 in the afternoon.   In January the 
group will meet at the home of Ruth 
Jones.  Let her know if you would like 

more information 253-854-6748.  

EXPLORER’S GROUP 

The Explorers group will meet 
January 13Th in the church 

fellowship hall at 6:30.  

PRIME TIME JOURNEY 

Prime Time Book Group will meet 
January 9TH, at 7:00 in the fire-
side room of the Church. We will 

be finishing the review of the book 
"Elegance of the Hedgehog" and 
will pick a new book for February. 
Bring all you suggestions for a new  

book that you will enjoy reading 
and discussing with the group. The 
reading group is open to anyone in 

the congregation that loves to 
read.  

Early Edition Odyssey will not be 
meeting in December. The next 
meeting will be January 24TH in 
the fireside room at 1:00.  

Our church has two prayer 
chains, one telephone and one 
e-mail.  If you are in need of 
prayers for your life or would 
like to be part of this ministry 
you may call the church office 
253-852-3370, Maureen 

Ludwig, 253-852-7532 or e-mail 
Gene Sherwood at g12ge-

sher@aol.com     

The Men’s Fellowship group 
meets at 7:30 A.M. the first and 
third Saturday of each month at 
the Golden Steer restaurant in 
Kent, located at 240th and 104th 
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OUTREACH MINISTRY  

PLEASE REMEMBER!  JANUARY 1ST IS WE CARE SUNDAY 

Please bring your gifts of nonperishable food and clothing to church.  Outreach Division volunteers will 
deliver them to The Kent Community Service Center whose shelves are in constant need of our dona-
tions.  All categories of food are needed, including baby food and infant formula.  Donated clothing goes 
out quickly.  All sizes, infant through adult, are welcome.  Men’s clothing is often scarce.  Just remember 
that used clothing should be clean and ready to wear because the Service Center does not launder or 
mend donations.  Other needed items include backpacks, bedding, towels, baby powder, lotion and 
diapers, especially sizes 4 – 6. 

Monetary contributions are also welcome.  You may place your check or cash donation in the bank on 
the table.  Make your check out to Kent First Presbyterian Church and write Food Bank in the memo area.  
Our treasurer will send your donations to the Community Service Center. 

The response of our congregation to those who need help has been warmly received.              

Thank you for continuing to CARE.  

TUTORING 

The tutoring program here at the church has had 8 different young people come for assistance 
with homework assignments.   Some of the students are working to improve their reading com-
prehension skills.  AND one young lady comes to get help playing the violin.  She loves to play 
and was given an instrument by one of the tutors.   

 

In 2012, the group hopes to expand and assist more young people with their study skills. If you know of 
young people in the area needing some assistance with school assignments refer them to our group that 
meets on Monday and Thursdays at 4 p.m.  Volunteer tutors are Emil Drivdahl, Aubrey  Fredricks, David 
Giedt, Ruth Jones, Tom and Carol Kirkpatrick and Lois Parkinson.   

SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF COUNCIL - DECEMBER 15, 2011 

• Adoption of the 2012 budget was deferred to the January Council meeting 
• Pastor Carol will be out on vacation December 26, 2011 – January 2, 2012 
• The Annual Congregational Meeting will be January 29, 2012 following the worship service  

  SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF SESSION NOVEMBER 17, 2011            

• Faithfully Asked Questions will be the curriculum for the Sunday morning youth education program 

• Outreach Ministry Team will consider sponsoring a community read of Breakfast at Sally’s in anticipa-
tion of H.O.M.E.’s June visit. 

• Congregational Meeting will be held November 20 for the elections of officers and amendment of the 
Bylaws 

Town meeting will be held December 11 to present the 2012 proposed budget  

SESSION MINUTES 
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JANUARY 2012 

1ST 8TH 15TH 22ND 

LAY READER 

BARBARA CONNER JANELLE MCCARTY MARION ROSENBAUM MIKE MCCARTY 

USHERS 

GLEN SHERWOOD WENDELL ALEXANDER JOHN AKERS ROD PARKINSON 

SHARON DRIVDAHL JEANNE ALEXANDER DIANE LEE AL DERMODY 

GREETERS 

JOHN AKERS NORA FISHER CAROL DUNFORD SHARON DRIVDAHL 

29TH 

JIM DRINKWINE 

LUD LUDWIG 

MAUREEN LUDWIG 

NEIL BOLKCOM 

 
$$$ TREASURER’S REPORT $$$ 

FOR THE PERIOD NOVEMBER 1 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 2011 
      
GENERAL FUND SUMMARY  RECONCILIATION 
      
INCOME  GENERAL FUND  
General Fund $137,039.40   Beginning Balance $16,591.00  
Other Giving $3,507.20   Income $160,809.88  
Building Use $14,516.00   Expenses $178,113.51  
Reimbursements $1,359.78   Ending Balance ($712.63) 
Transfer from Reserve Fund $11,000.00      
Transfer to Sabbatical Fund ($12,000.00)     
Transfer from Sabbatical Fund $5,387.50      
Other   Specified Funds * $77,977.41  
TOTAL $160,809.88      
   Gen/Spec Funds $77,264.78  
Program $44,748.31   Bank/BECU Bal. $77,264.78  
Mission $9,833.28      
Payroll $122,264.24      
Reimbursable Expenses $1,267.68   * Specified Funds includes  
TOTAL $178,113.51   Reserve Fund of $20,304.38 
 


